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WORLD  RICE  CROP  EXCEEDS  PREVIOUS 
YEAR'S  RECORD  BY  2  PERCENT 


World  rice  production  (excluding  Cortimunist  Asia)  in  1 968-69  is  now 
estimated  to  have  exceeded  last  year's  record  by  2  percent.    The  latest 
figure  includes  major  upward  revisions  for  India  and  Indonesia  plus  a 
lesser  increase  for  Thailand. 

Although  this  year's  harvest  establishes  a  new  record,  the  increase  of 
2  percent  is  small  as  compared  with  the  jump  of  1 14  percent  in  the  1967-68 
crop  versus  1 966-67.     Indications,  therefore,  are  that  rice  production  may 
may  be  sustained  and/or  increased  beyond  the  new  level,  which  is  approxi- 
mately one-seventh  larger  than  the  1 960-6i4  average. 

World  acreage  in  rice  is  estimated  at  238  million  acres,  the  same  level 
as  the  preceding  year.    Yield  per  acre,  however,  increased  to  an  alltime 
high  in  all  areas  except  Europe  and  thus  pushed  production  to  a  new  record. 

Total  production  in  the  Asian,  countries,  the  major  rice  producing  area, 
increased  1  percent  in  1 968-69  over  last  year's  previous  high.    The  crop 
in  India  was  2  million  tons  larger  than  the  earlier  forecast,  mainly  as 
a  result  of  improved  weather  conditions.    This  increase  put  India's  1968 
crop  slightly  below  last  year's  record  harvest.    Asia's  major  exporting 
countries — Thailand,  Burma,  and  Cambodia — all  had  larger  production  than 
last  year.    The  1 1 -percent  increase  in  Thailand  was  due  to  both  increased 
acreage  and  higher  yields.    The  Japanese  again  harvested  a  bumper  crop, 
which  along  with  last  year' s  heavy  carryover  aggravated  an  already  serious 
problem  and  generated  increased  pressures  on  the  government  to  find  effec- 
tive uses  for  the  rice  surplus. 
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In  Western  Europe,  area  increased  6  percent,  while  production  declined 
7  percent.  Poor  weather  conditions  in  France  and  Italy  were  the  major 
reasons  for  the  decrease  in  production. 

Production  in  the  USSR  increased  markedly  over  the  preceding  year  as 
the  result  of  record  acreage  and  yield.  Eastern  Europe's  production 
decline  slightly. 

North  American  production  increased  l5  percent  this  year  over  last. 
This  was  due  mainly  to  a  19-percent  acreage  increase  in  the  United 
States,     the  principal  producer. 

The  South  American  crop,  which  in  some  areas  is  still  being  harvested, 
is  expected  to  be  3  percent  above  last  year's  crop.    Major  increases 
were  in  Peru  and  Ecuaior,  where  production  recovered  to  previous  levels  ; 
after  last  year's  drought.     Colombia  also  increased  production  substan- 
tially, desipte  a  decline  in  area,  as  more    rice  was  grown  on  irrigated  « 
land.    Chile  is  the  only  country  that  experienced  a  major  drop  in  pro-  -..ij 
duction  (  about  ^0  percent) ;  this  was  due  to  the  severe  drought  last  year 
and  the  first  part  of  this  year. 

Total  African  production  again  set  a  new  record,  as  outturn  was  slightly 
above  last  year's  previous  high.     Crops  increased  in  the  UAR,  Morocco,  and 
the  Ivory    Coast,  while  the  Malagasy  Republic  and  Senegal  recoixied  declines. 

Australia  continued  to  expand  its  rice  production  and  recorded  its  eighth 
consecutive  record  harvest  in  1968-69  as  a  result  of  an  8-percent  increase 
in  acreage. 
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WORLD  RICE  EXPORTS  DECLINED 
12  PERCENT  IN  1968 

World  rice  exports  for  calendar  year  1968  totaled  6.2  million  metric 
tons  (milled  basis).    This  compared  to  exports  of  7.1  million  tons  in 
1967  and  7.3  million  for  the  five  year  average  of  1962-1966.    The  major 
reason  for  this  decline  was  increased  production  in  importing  countries. 

U.S.  exports  remained  about  the  same  level  as  the  previous  year,  1.8 
million  tons.     Thailand  and  Burma  were  the  countries  which  showed  the 
largest  declines,  29  and  4-8  percent,  respectively.     The  United  Arab 
Republic,  with  a  31  percent  rise  in  exports,  was  the  only  major  exporter 
to  show  a  significant  increase. 


RICE  (Milled  Basis)  :    World  exports  by  country  of  origin, 
Calendar  Years  1966,  1967  and  1968 


Country  of  Origin 


1967 


1963  1/ 


:  1 ,000 

•  m.  t . 

North  America :  : 

United  States   :  1 

Central  America:  : 

Costa  Rica  ,.e  :  2/ 

El  Salvador   :  7 

Guatemala  :  2/ 

Honduras   :  2/ 

Nicaragua   :  2 

Panama   :  1_ 

Total  Central  America   :  10 

South  America;  : 

Argentina   :  4-7 

Brazil   :  289 

Colombia   :  2/ 

Ecuador  -  23 

Guyana   :  110 

Surinam   •  20 

Uruguay  •  45 

Venezuela   •  ^0_ 

Total  South  America   •  584 

* 

Total  Western  Hemisphere   :      1  ,94-3 

Europe ;  J 
EEC:  : 

Belgium-Luxembourg  :  6 

France   •  7 

Germany,  West  •  16 

Italy   81 

Netherlands   *  1 7 

Total  EEC   :  127 

Greece   :  25 

Spain   •  50 

Switzerland    

Total  Western  Europe   :  203 

Eastern  Europe :    2/  • 

Bulgaria   •  5 

Czechoslovakia   •  6 

Hungary   *  ^ 

USSR  ;  4 

Yugoslavia  *  — 

Total  Eastern  Europe   *  23 

Total  All  Europe   -  226_ 


1  ,000 
m.  t . 

1  ,801 


2/ 
2/ 


1 

U 

2 


3 


20 


19 

32 
4 

102 
25 
37 

_61. 


282 


0 
39 
21 
156 
17 


238 


9 

109 
1 


2/ 


363 


1 ,000 
m.  t . 

1  .847 


2/ 


1 

23 
2 

2 
2 


.20. 


22 
37 

10 
93 
33 
19 

2:l 


247 


2,124 


13 

68 
23 
59 
20 


183 


9 

100 
1 


293  


2/ 


300 


Asia: 

:  10 

:  5 

:  650 

:  335 

:  223 

:  2/,7 

:  1,190 

•  1,025 

:  7 

:  11 

:  5 

:  2 

:  2 

:  2/ 

:  2/ 

:  2/ 

•  75 

:  75 

:  6 



>         — — 

;   

:  10 

:  35 

:  37 

171 

80 

100  : 

90 

116  : 

68 

Thailand   

 :      1 .508  ; 

1  .AZ.9  : 

1  023 

2  : 

2 

10  : 

10 

4-, 061  : 

3,051 

Africa : 

3  i 

2 

2/ 



, , , .    :        2/  : 

2/  : 

2 

^0  : 

69 

4  : 

7 

5  : 

2/  : 

 :             5  : 

1  : 

2/  : 

1 5 

A35  : 

570 

Total  Africa   

 :          38A  : 

A88  : 

669 

Oceania : 

 :           8,4  i 

99  : 

97 

7,1U  : 

6,2^1 

iy    Preliminary.     2/    Less  than  500  metric  tons.    2/    Based  on  actual 


imports  by  recipient  countries,  intra-trade  on  calendar  year  basis, 
and  official  estimates  by  FAO,  FAS  and  Commonwealth  Secretariat. 

Grain  and  Feed  Division,  CAB/SoS 
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